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Crenalithus parvulus tecticentrum OKADA & MciNTYRE, 1977 

Description: 

Fig. 3 - Crenalithus parvulus tec
ticentrum n. subsp. Holotype; Paci
fic (KH-69-50). Scale bar = 1 !J.. 

Diagnosis: Coccosphaera de globosa ad subglobosam, habens circa 15 ad 25 inter 

se anguste iunctos placolithos. Magnitudo de 3.0 ad 4.0 p.. Placolithi de ovifor

mibus ad ellipsoidales, pars distalis convexa, pars proximalis convava. Area 

centralis magna; latus proximale clipeo aut craticula opertum. Duo clipea magni

tudine circa aequa. Latus distale foraminis centralis partim opertum collate 

latitudinis variae. Clipeam distale de 1.6 ad 2.0 p. longitudine, de 1.3 ad 1.6 p. 

latitudine. Enumerario elementorum circa 20 ad 30. 

Description of coccosphere: Spherical to subspherical 

approximately 15 to 25 tightly interlocked placoliths. 

to 4.0 p. along the longer axis. 

coccosphere consisting of 
Size ranges from 3.0 

Description of coccoliths: Placoliths, oval to elliptical in plan view, convex 

distally, concave proximally. Similar in construction and size to type subspecies 

with exception of having a thick collar around distal side of central area, and 

consequently a smaller central opening than type subspecies. Collar elements 

are a continuation of elements of distal shield. Size of collar elements varies 

markedly in a single coccolith, thus creating an irregular margin around central 

area. Width of collar varies significantly even within a single coccosphere, and 
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inward expansion of collar almost completely closes central area in some coc
coliths. Unlike collar of Gephyrocapsa oceanica, to which it bears some similarity, 
collar of this species is level with or slightly depressed below surface of distal 
shield. Length of distal shield ranges from 1.6 to 2.0 ~~, width from 1.3 to 
1.6 ~- Element count ranges from approximately 20 to 30. 

Derivation of name: From Latin tectus, covered, plus centrum, center. Neuter 
noun. 

Remarks: 

The coccoliths of this new subspecies differ from those of the type subspecies 
by having a central collar of variable width. They bear some resemblance to 
those of the fossil species Crenalithus productellus but may be distinguished by 
being consistently smaller and having a different structure in the central collar. 

Type level: 

Recent . 

Type locality: 

Pacific Ocean (lat. 10°00'N, long. 155°05'W). 
Biogeography: This subspecies has a distribution similar to that of the type 
subspecies. 

Depository: 

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory of Columbia University. 
Holotype: Negative ON-4. 

Author: 

Okada H . and Mcintyre A., 1977, p. 7; pl. 2, figs . 3, 4, 7. 

Reference: 

Modern coccolithophores of the Pacific and North Atlantic Oceans. Micro
paleontology, vol. 23, no. 1, pp. 1-55, pls. 1-13. 

( 

c 

( 


	Crenalithus parvulus Okada & McIntyre (1977) tecticentrum Okada & McIntyre (1977) [11045]

